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secret emissary of the queen, the Baron de Goguelat, one of
the accomplices in the flight to Varennes, departed with a
declaration of the king that he was obliged to yield in appear-
ance to the Revolution.1 Neither Spain nor Sardinia entered
into his plans; Spain received his special ambassador, M. de
Bourgoing, coldly, and Victor Amadeus, King of Sardinia, who
expected to get the Milanese from Austria without having to
sacrifice Savoy and Nice, as the price of his assistance, refused
to receive Semonville, whom Dumouriez had directed to go
to Turin, and when he tried to enter the kingdom arrested
him at Alessandria on April 19. With the German princes
Dumouriez was more successful; the Elector of Saxony and
George III. of England, as Elector of Hanover, declared their
neutrality, the South German princes openly showed their
sympathy, and only William IX., Landgrave of Hesse Cassel,
who coveted the title and rank of an elector, expressed his
willingness to send his fine little army to the assistance of
Austria. In London the agents of Dumouriez had no success,
Lord Grenville, the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
received Chauvelin very coldly, the king was equally reserved,
and only the opposition and its leaders, Fox .and Sheridan,
were at all cordial. Talleyrand, however, was not to be
deceived by the specious talk of the opposition, and he wrote
to Dumouriez on May 23 that nothing was to be expected
from them.2 On May 24, Lord Grenville sent Chauvelin ?*,
proclamation, in which he expressed the regret of the Engli/U
government at the war, its desire to remain at peace, itk^
promise to respect treaties, and its hope that France would)
respect the allies of England. In this last clause lay the reason
for Grenville's coldness England always kept a jealous eye
on the Netherlands. Belgium in the hands of Austria with
the Scheldt closed offered no rivalry to English commerce, but
it would be otherwise if it were annexed to France, and fiery
speakers in the Legislative Assembly and the Jacobin Club
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